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notINg will panic us at the moment.”

=0 years ago, Gareth was looking for a gimmick
"t some skiing holidays and offered a few friends
ily, many of who happened to be involved
Out, Counter Culture and Manchester

%, Sub Sub, a free holiday in return for

some music. The result was an embryonic
bing that attracted 300 visitors, who enjoyed
S on the piste and nights on the...dancefloor.
amentally the ethos hasn’t changed, but the
= have, proportionally swelling the magnitude

= =vent, the number of artists and the amount of
=55 exiles opting for a week of fun in the snow. It's
= 2 long way from the first year, says Gareth: “It's
y r2ally ballooned in the last three years I'd say.

= changed the music policy, it was mainly hip hop
days, but hip hop kids don't really have the

Ihe Courteeners, Reverend And The Makers and
Ladyhawke to form a tantalising line-up of over 80 DJs
and 17 live acts. 14 different club nights, including
Back To Basics v 20/20 Vision, Black Rabbit and
Bugged Out! will ensure each of the 15 venues, some
of which are clubs already, others that are transformed
into clubbing spaces, and one that's an igloo, are
packed out for the entire week.

The festival - a term Gareth is now happy to
associate with Snowbombing - adopts Mayrhofen for
a full week at the end of March, and equally the resort
adopts Snowbombing, in a relationship that is as
important to its success, as snow and music are. “It's
their favourite week of the year,” boasts Gareth. “We
work really closely with the tourist board and the resort
council. Snowbombing more or less takes over the
whole town; as long as we leave it how we found it, we

since its second year, and with the client portfalic
they have, it should be a walk in the park; after 2
they only have 15 venues to sort out in a pocket-siz=s
window of time.

“The minimum we do to any venue is brand =
dress it and put DJ equipment in,” says Jon. “Win
most of the resorts in Austria, the DJs either play &%
CDs or a laptop; none of the in-house DJ consoe
equipment is really suitable for the DJs that we've g2t
playing.”

Two 45 ft artic lorries will carry enough productan
to transform Mayrhofen into Snowbombing heaven. 20
in keeping with the festival’s Manchester connection
Audile will ship with them their legendary Funktion Oa
sound system, along with a whole host of lighting #am
the likes of Martin Professional, High End Systems 228
Avolites, as well as equipment from XTA, MC2. |






