Glide into party

entral in the
Austrian Alps

Eager to get a few more runs in before the
snow melted, PAUL RHODES headed to Ziller
Valley for a little end-of-season skiing and
the excellent Snowbombing music festival

SKIING 2008

PRING is a strange
time for the skier in
me. While I have this
desire to attempt
one last dash to the
mountains for a few
final turns, it is mixed with
the fear of poor conditions,
which threaten to make
the trip a waste of both
time and money.

But, with a little planning, ['ve
found that it is possible fo make
that end-of-season ski break as
much fun as a powder-filled
week in February.

Austria might not be the first
place you'd consider for spring
skiing, as many of its resorts are

relatively low. But there is a
wonderful exception to this rule
which offers the perfect mix of
high-altitude slopes and a
world-class music festival.

That place is Mayrholen, jewel
of the Ziller Valley. The laid-
back, friendly village is the place
to be in Marech, as the infamous

Snnwhmnbing' music festival
gets under way.

Showeasing a range of
established (Madness are
headlining this year) and top
up-and-coming acts, the festival
attracts thousands of skiers and
boarders for a week of action on
the piste, in the bars and on the
streets - there’s no better place

to party at an altitude of 630m.
Now, you'd be correct in thinking

that ig rather low - but the
beauty of Mayrhofen is that it
links up with the snow-sure
Hintertux glacier.

We began our day by taking
the free 25-minute coach trip
from Mayrhofen station up to
Hintertux, where we had access
to the highest pistes in the Ziller
Valley. We spent the morning
enjoying perfect conditions on
the glacier above 3,000m, where
the well-groomed slopes were
perfect for cruising and the
conditions held out until mid
afternoon.

We skied hard in the morning,
took g leisurely lunch on the
glorious sun deck at the
restaurant at the mid-station
then headed back to the Hotel
Neuhaus in Mayrhofen for



massages — it was just what
was needed. Stefan had my
previously exhausted limbs

feeling as supple as & newhorn's
and I was ready to “Snowbomb”
with the best of them.

The musical extravaganza
has performances in venues
throughout Mayrhofen; that
night we saw some graat bands,
including the Young Knives and
the Long Blondes, bhefore
dancing to an amazing DJ set
by Krafty Kuts, who had the
Schlussel bar hopping until the
early hours,

The next morning I decided
there was only one way to blow
away the cobwebs - paragliding.
I took flight with “Action” Mike
from Action Club Zillertal. The
tandem jump saw us gliding
through the cobalt-blue
Austrian skies, above the tress
and snow-capped peaks for a
good 20 minutes.

*Mow you know why the birds
sing,” Mike said, as he guided
us gracefully along, before
bringing us in for & smooth
landing in a field.

Later that week, we headed to
the nearby Otz Valley to sample

some of its late-season fun. Also
blessed with 3,000m-plus peaks,
the skiing was top-class with
some wonderful rolling slopes
above the town of Solden. There
are also three magnificent
viewing platforms atop the vast
glaciers - Tiefenbachkogl, at
3,309m, with its sweeping views
of the surrounding mountains,
was my favourite,

On our final evening 1
unexpectadly saw Action Mike
again. This time he jumped
(without me, I might add)
from a helicopter above the
Rettenbach glacier in Solden in
& parachuting stunt. It was part
of the opening of the annual
theatrical performance of
Hannibal, which is presented

at 2,700m on the glacier itself.

Loeals are so convineed that
the warlord crossed the Alps
with elephants through the Otz
Valley that they re-enact the
historical event each yvear, with
piste-bashers playing the part
of the tusked heasts. Itisa

musical, pyrotechnical
spectacular, combining singers
and dancers with skiers,
Ski-Doos and even the Austrian
Air Force. It has to be seen to be
believed.

Paragliding may have been fun
but this really blew me away.

GETTING THERE:
Snowbombing 2008
{inmw. snowbombing.com) is
running jrom Em‘c% 31-April 6.
The Hannibal - The Crossing of
the Alps show (www.soelden.cont)
takes place on April 11.

Igluski.com (020 8254 3034/
waw.igluski.com) offers seven
nights half board at Hotel
Neuhous in Mayrhofen from
£603pp (two sharing) depariing
in March, including flights
Jrom Gatwick. The same
package al Holel Tyrolerhof
in Solden, departing April,
costs from £808pp.

Aetinn Cluh Zillertal
(from UK 0043 5285 62877/
www.action-club-zillertal.com)
affers tandem paragliding
flights from £60.

Austrian National Tourist
Office: 0845 101 1818/
wiww.ausiria.info






